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About 15 years ago, one of my best friends became a millionaire. She and her 

husband have a knack for starting businesses, they have a keen sense for 

seeing what is missing and needs to be created, and they have an amazing 

ability to surround themselves with visionary people who can help make their 

vision become reality.  It was the ‘90’s and they sold a .com business that 

made them millionaires.  As soon as they made their money, some people 

really wanted to know them in order to get closer to their money, others who 

had known them, wanted to be closer to them to get whatever special benefits 

friends get when they are close to millionaires, and some friends simply kept 

treating them the same way. In the months and years to follow, it was clear to 

me, that my friend and her husband would not change. Yes, the money 

allowed them to do special things and it allowed them to spoil themselves a 

bit, but from day one, they were asking themselves, “What do we do with this 

money?” “How do we share our wealth in a productive way?” “How can we 

help create the greater good?”  Some were upset that they weren’t spending 

like crazy and others lost interest and some remained the same friends they 

had been before.  

 

What they learned in a very personal way is that money can be a great divider 

and can be used in many ways. I watched them loose friends, and gain friends 

who weren’t really friends, and struggle with what it meant to be blessed with 

all that they had been given.  

 



 

One of the themes that we find throughout Luke’s gospel is about the proper 

use of wealth. Money can come between people more than anything else. 

Money can destroy relationships and can give people a false sense of power. 

For the writer of Luke, it’s not just about wealth, but about how we use wealth 

and our relationship to wealth. How does money affect our relationship with 

others? How are we affected by money?  

 

In our Gospel lesson today, we see that the character of the dishonest manager 

was greatly affected by money, and not in a good way. We don’t know what he 

was like before the rich man trusted him to be the steward of his property, but 

we do know that he had become dishonest. He had become dishonest in his 

dealings and had been caught, presumably stealing money, overcharging 

people, or making deals he was not authorized to make. These actions were 

done to enrich himself, to become more important, to become wealthier. And 

now that he realizes that he is going to lose his status and his wealth, he acts 

to enrich others, and in doing so enrich his life with people and relationships 

rather than with things.  

 

Now, yes, this is done out of a sense of desperation, out of panic, and out of 

sheer necessity since he is losing his job. Yet he realizes in this moment that 

he can use what he still has to gain what matters most, which is relationships.  

 

I was just reading a book by Mark Scandrette called Free: Spending Your Time 

and Money on What Matters Most. He talks about leveraging your time, money, 

and resources toward what matters most. The dishonest manager thought he 

knew what mattered most – power and money – until all that was taken away 



 

from him. He got a wakeup call and realized that relationships are what 

matters most, even if it is a relationship where both parties benefited from his 

action. He realizes that how he treats people will affect how he gets treated, 

and changes his ways.  

 

This does not take away from the fact that the dishonest steward, even though 

he changed his ways, is still acting selfishly. So many people, including me, 

have difficulty with this passage and its message. However, I think the 

message comes down to two things – our relationship with wealth and God’s 

grace.  

 

For Luke, our relationship with money and wealth tells us a lot about our 

relationship with God. If we are more focused on the accumulation of wealth, 

money, and status, we cannot be focused on God and what God is calling us to 

do or be in this world. Money has taken the place of God, has become a false 

idol, and has created in imbalance in your life. However, if we are more 

focused on God, relationships, how we treat one another, and caring for those 

in need, we are focused on the things that God calls us to be about and can 

therefore truly leverage our time, money, and resources toward what matters 

most.  

 

The second part to this, however, is grace. God’s sense of justice is much 

different than ours. While we may want to see the dishonest steward 

punished or thrown out, he is praised for his shrewdness. God’s grace, freely 

given to us is what catches us off guard. God’s justice is different than our 



 

justice. God always forgives in a much bigger way than we can imagine, and 

God loves us more than we can imagine.  

 

So what do we do with that love? What do we do with that grace? We don’t 

have to DO anything, yet with all that we have, be it a little or a lot, we can give 

back to those around us. It comes back to what matters most. Where do you 

see God calling you? How are you helping God’s kingdom come here on earth? 

How can we use best what we have been given? In what ways are we creating 

relationships with all of God’s children? 

 

When my friend became rich – she didn’t lose sight of the fact that she already 

had been rich before the money came along because she had a husband that 

she loved, two children who were amazing people, supportive family and 

friends, she was in a vocation she loved, and she was bringing people closer to 

God in many, many ways. Having the money allowed her to do more, to spread 

the wealth, and to leverage her time, money, and resources into new 

enterprises and new ways of bettering the world.  

 

We may not understand God’s justice, and we may not comprehend God’s 

grace, but we sure can feel what God is calling us to do and who we are called 

to serve and we can feel God’s love when we are paying attention to what 

matters most. The prayer we began our service with today reminds us of just 

that -   “Grant us, O Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love 

things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are 

passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure…”   So what matters most 

to you? How are you living out of God’s love and grace?  How are you holding 



 

fast to those things that shall endure? And how are you receiving God’s grace 

in your life to do all the things God is calling you to do?  

 

I want to end with a prayer that I use about once a week as a reminder of what 

matters most and what God is calling me to do. 

A Prayer of Self-Dedication 
 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our 
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto 
you; and then use us, we pray, as you will, and always to thy glory and the welfare 
of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 


